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are only conditional assumptions; in reality there is no form that
one can ascribe to Siva1.

All that has been said so far about the evolution of the world is
based upon logical assumptions, while the transcendental reality of
God is beyond all logic. It is by imagining God to be something
of the nature of our Atman that we attribute the supreme lordship to
Him. Just as fire is different from the wood but cannot be seen with-
out it, so v/e ascribe the lordship to Siva, in and through the persons
in whom He is manifested. It is by a similar extension of thought
that the image of Siva is also regarded as Siva and is worshipped.

Siva always helps all beings and never does harm to anyone.
When it may seem apparent that he has punished somebody, it is
only for the good of others. In many cases the punishment awarded
by Siva is for purging the impurities of the beings concerned. The
basis of all good and evil deeds is to be found in the ordinance of
God, that one must behave in this way and not in the other way.
Goodness means abidance in accordance with His will. He who is
engaged always in doing good to others is following the command-
ment of God, and he cannot be made impure. God only punishes
those who could not be brought to the right path by any other
course, but his punishment is never due to any spirit of anger or
resentment. He is like the father who chastises the son to teach
him the proper course. He who tyrannises over others deserves to
be chastened. God does not injure others to cause them pain,
but only to chasten them and make them fitter for the right
path. He is like a doctor who gives bitter medicine for curing
a malady. If God remained indifferent to the vices and sins of
beings, then that would also be improper for Him, for that
would be a way of encouraging people to follow the wrong path;

and that also would be denying the proper protection to persons
who ought to be protected and whom God is able to protect. The
Lord Siva is like fire; on contact with Him all impurities are
resolved. When a piece of iron is put into fire, it is the fire that
burns and not the iron; so all the inanimate objects of the world
are pervaded by Siva, the supreme Lord, and He alone shines
through all the appearances.

1           ajnattddhisthitam. sambhor na kincid iha vidyate^
yenopalabhyate ^smabhis sakalenapi mskalah.

Siva-mahapwana vn. i. 31. 9 et seq,